
Substitution  

‘Substitution’ is when a single word is used to replace a word or phrase, often to avoid repetition.  

- One is used to substitute a single, countable noun.  
I'd love to have a dog, but Mum won't let me have one. 

- Ones is used to substitute plural, countable nouns.  
Which shoes look better, the brown ones or the black ones?  

- Some is used to substitute uncountable nouns.  
This ice cream is gorgeous! Would you like some?  

- Do/does substitutes a verb + object.  
I don't like football, but my husband does.  
I have to get up really early tomorrow. I don't! 

-  So substitutes a clause. 
 Does this bus go to the station? I think so. NOT I think this bus goes to the station. 

-  So/Neither/Nor + auxiliary + subject substitutes a whole clause.  
 We're going to Spain for our holidays. So are we!  
 I'm not taking a holiday this year. Neither/Nor am I! 

Exercise 

Replace any repetitive words/phrases in the conversations with the words in the box.  

 

so(x3) do        did(x2) does one ones nor 

 

1) A: My friend Mark works in the same building as you. 
B: I know he works in the same building as me - I met him in the lift the other day.  

2) A: I'll probably go to the supermarket.  
B: If you go to the supermarket, could you buy milk? 

3) A: That man who just went by was the lead singer of The Octagons.  
B: I thought he was the lead singer of The Octagons - his face looked familiar.  

4) A: We didn't understand a word of what he said.  
B: I didn't understand a word. Nobody told me he only speaks Russian.  

5) A: We saw that new comedy at the cinema.  
B: Really? We saw that new comedy at the cinema on Sunday! Where were you sitting?  

6) A: Great. I didn't expect them to provide me with lunch, but they provided me with lunch.  
B: And what was on the menu?  

7) A: Do these shoes look OK?'  
B: I think the blue shoes would look better with those jeans.  

8) A: Was it this necklace you wanted to look at?  
B: No, it was the necklace with the diamonds.  

9) A: I hope Daniel passes his driving test this time.  
B: I hope Daniel passes his driving test this time, too. 


