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-ive forms without be 

1 Be is often omitted in newspaper headlines. 
England i5 beaten at football 
Hundreds a.fe- made homeless by floods 

2 In relative clauses using passive constructions, the 
relative pronoun and verb to be can be omitted. This 
is known as a 'reduced relative clause'. 
the people (who were) chosen to appear on the show 

(= the people chosen to appear on the show) 

the best play (which has ever been) written 

(= the best play ever written) 

3 Passives are often used as adjectives at the beginning 
of a sentence. This is a fairly formal usage, and is 
more common in writing. 
Locked away in his prison cell room, he gradually fell 

into despair. 
Released in two days' time, The South is probably 

Manuel Carcfa's most ambitious film so far. 

_~_~~~~~:~_~~~~p_~~~_s __ l_~~~_~? ____________________________ _ 

s with two objects 

Some verbs have two objects, indirect and direct. 

(f9 gave @ ({§ t pr!!9 

(subject) (indirect (direct 
object) object) 

In the passive form the indirect or direct object 
can become the subject of the sentence. 

S was given <:!Est pr!!!; 

(subject) (direct object) 

([Est pr, was given to 8 
(subject) (direct object) 

Some other verbs which follow this pattern are: ask, 

give, hand, lend, offer, pay, promise, show, teach, tell. 
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e forms with get and have 

We often use have + past participle to talk about 
services which we arrange and which are paid for or 
fo r things you experience which may be unpleasant. 
,s really cheap to have your ears pierced in this shop. 

had my bag stolen while I was on the Underground. 

_ We can use get + past participle for actions which are 
accidental or unexpected. 
v nfortunately, I fell asleep in the sun and my shoulders 

got burned. 

fs inevitable that some things get broken when you 

move house. 

3 We can also use get + past participle when the 
process is in some way difficult. 
It's taken a long time, but Christopher finally got his 

novel published. 

4 There are also a large number of idiomatic 
expressions where get + past participle is used 
to mean 'yourself', such as get dressed (= dress 
yourself), get undressed, get changed, get engaged, get 

lost, get started. Passives with get are generally more 
colloquial than passives with be. 

The couple were married in Rome. (= more formal) 

The couple got married in Rome. (= more Informal) 

I~~~~~~~~~~~ ~!~~~P~~~~~]~~~~~~~~ ~~ ~~_~~~ ~~~ ~ ~~ ~ ~~ ~ -~ ~ ~~ ~~ ~ ~~ ~_ 
Avoiding the passive 

In conversation and other informal contexts, people 
often avoid the passive, because it sounds more formal. 
Active verbs with 'impersonal' pronouns like you, we and 
they are preferred. Compare the examples: 
They arrested him this morning. (colloquial style; they = the 

authorities) 

He was arrested this morning. (more formal style) 

They say he's a multi-millionaire. (usual in conversation; we 

also use people as the subject here) 

He is said to be a multi-millionaire. (formal contexts only) 

We use the passive less in conversation. (less formal) 

The passive is used less in conversation. (more formal) 

You should replace the cartridge every three months. 

(verbal instructions) 

The cartridge should be replaced every three months. 

(written instructions) 



PASSIVE FORMS 

Find and correct the mistakes in the sentences. look at 

the words in bold. 

I was terrified - we could be killed! 

2 The cat was disappeared one morning and we 
haven't seen him since. 

3 I used to love been given presents on my birthday. 
Now it just reminds me how old I am. 

4 My computer was crashed at the weekend, and so I 

couldn't do my homework. 
5 Do you think Finlay should be tell about his mother's 

accident? 
6 He must get tired of calling the wrong name all the 

time. 
7 You're late. What was happened? 
8 That contract isn't worth the paper it's write on. 

2 Rewrite the encyclopaedia entries so that the topic is 
at the beginning of each sentence. Change some active 
forms to passive and some passive forms to active. 

a 
Audrey Hepburn was a British actress and humanitarian. People 
know her best as a film actor, and several awards were received 
by her for her roles. From the mid-I960s more and more of her 

time was devoted by her to working with disadvantaged people 
through UNICEF, right up until her death in 1993. 

11 
Bali is a province of Indonesia, which covers the island of Bali 
and a few small neighbouring islands. People nickname it 'the 
Island of the Gods'. It is very popular with tourists and people 
know it for its highly developed arts. Java and Lombok border it 
to the west and east. 

El 
George R. R. Martin is an American fantasy author and 
screenwriter. People know him best for A Song of Ice and Fire, 
adapted for TV as Game of Thrones. More than 20 books have 
Deen w ritten by him, as well as a number of screenplays. 

a 
- ,e EUel Tower is a huge iron tower situated on 

:-e Cnamp de Mars in Paris. Engineers working 
~::;r Gusla e Eiffel's engineering company designed 
- e) erected it in 1889 as the entrance to the 
" ,ora's Fair. It has had many uses since then, and 

ric! War I the French military used the 
: ,', er:o communicate w ith ships in the Atlantic 
Ocean. 0 \'2cays the tower is a popular 
o rist arrraction. and seven million people 
. sit it e ery year. 

3 Rewrite the sentences in two ways, as in the examp "-

Everyone knows that the fugitives are in Spain. 
a It is known that the fu g itives are in Spain 
b The fu q itives are known to be in Spain. 
We understand that the Princess is expecting her fj

baby. 

a 
b 

2 Organisers expect over 5,000 people to attend the 

music festival this weekend. 

a 
b 

3 Experts think that Napoleon's recently discovered 

war diaries are fake. 
a 
b 

4 Some people allege that the CEO embezzled funds -

excess of $900,000. 

a 
b 

5 We have reports that an anonymous telephone bu) = 
paid over $20 million for the Dalf. 

a 
b 

6 There are rumours that Johnny Depp is among the 

guests at the film festival. 

a 
b 

4 Complete the headlines with past participles from t 

box to make them passive in meaning. 

fine Felease arrest find name leave deliver 

Prisoner re/eased by accident 

2 Birthday card ten years late 

3 Finger _ _ in bag of popcorn 

4 Robber's address ___ at crime scene 

5 nffilnal wlulE.> reporti 19 
tolen ear at police station 

6 Woman 
bicycle 

__ $500 for speeding on her 

7 Baby _ _ after internet address 
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atch the headlines 1-7 in exercise 4 with sentences 
a-g. Then join the pairs of sentences using reduced 
elative clauses. 

3 A prisoner was released accidentally 12 days ago. He 
has been recaptured. 
7-sA prisoner released accidentally 72 days ago has 
been recaptured. 
A baby was born yesterday. It has been named Junior. 
com! 

- A man was wanted for armed robbery. He was 
arrested when he went to a police station to report 
his car being stolen. 

- A woman was fined $500 for riding her bicycle too 
fast. She has described the amount as unbelievable. 

_ A birthday card was posted ten years ago. It has just 
arrived at its destination. 

A finger was found in a bag of popcorn. Laboratory 
tests have confirmed that it was human. 

_ A piece of paper was left at the scene of a crime. It 
had the robber's name and address on it. 

~ 

. ::.···Jrite the sentences in the passive. 

h, sorry - someone told me that Oscar Lopez 
.vorked here. 

- She shouldn't have given that customer a full refund. 

- Jid anyone pay you for all that extra work on the 
.'Iebs ite you did? 

wish they had taught me how to drive when I was at 
school. 

- !.lthough they offered me a better deal, I still decided 
:0 change phone company. 

6 They sent the wrong email to hundreds of people 
because of a computer error. 

7 In the event of a delay, we will give passengers a 
voucher for a free snack and drink. 

8 What kind of questions did they ask you at the 
interview? 

7 Decide if there is any difference in meaning between 
the sentences in each pair. Explain the differences. 

A: The suspect's girlfriend got arrested. 
B: The suspect got his girlfriend arrested. 

2 A: After years of the same, I decided to restyle my 
hair. 

B: After years of the same, I decided to have my hair 
restyled. 

3 A: I've got my leg stuck in the chair! 
B: My leg's got stuck in the chair! 

4 A: Did you finish the report in time? 
B: Did you get your report finished in time? 

5 A: During the protests, our windows were smashed. 
B: During the protests, our windows got smashed. 

6 A: Our house was broken into last night. 
B: We had our house broken into last night. 

8 Complete the article with the correct form of the 
verbs in brackets. 

Kopi Luwak 1 ___ (know) among coffee experts 

as the most expensive coffee in the world . It 

2 (mainly/produce) in Indonesia, 

where it 3 (farm) since the colonial 

era. So what 4 __ (make) Kopi Luwak so 

special and therefore so expensive? The secret 

5 (lie) in its production process 

and depends on a small mammal native to the 

area, called the Asian palm civet. Only the ripest 

coffee cherries 6 (select) by the 

civet, which then eats them, digesting the fruity 

pulp and secreting the coffee beans in its faeces. 

These 7 __ (then/collect) by coffee farmers 

and cleaned and packaged . 

In some parts of the 

world they will 

8 __ (sell) by specialist 

traders 

for up to $700 

a kilo. 

11 


